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Art Unit: 2174 

DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of matter, or 
any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the conditions and 
requirements of this title. 

Claim 40 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is directed to 
non-statutory subject matter. The claim recites "a carrier wave", that recites nothing but the 
physical characteristics of a form of energy, such as a frequency, voltage, or the strength of 
magnetic field, define energy or magnesium, per se, and such are nonstatutory natural 
phenomena. O'Reilly, 56 U.S. (15 How.) at 1 12-14. Moreover, it does not appear that a claim 
reciting a signal encoded with functional descriptive material falls within any of the categories of 
patentable subject matter set forth in 35 U.S.C. 101. 

* 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-4, 6-11, 13-17, 19-24, 26-30, 32-37, 39 and 40 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Robertson et al. ("Robertson", U.S. Pat. No 6,968,51 1). 
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Per claim 1, Robertson teaches a method for enhancing recognizability of objects/groups 

* 

in a workspace, comprising: 

determining whether a first object/group is moved to a location within a predetermined 
distance of a second object/group ( fig. 25 and col. 5, lines 23-33; determining a moving object is 
within predetermined distance from a cluster); and 

assigning a display cue of the second object/group to the first object/group upon 
placement of the first object/group in the workspace, whereby the first object/group and the 
second object/group form a group (col. 5, lines 41-45, col. 8, lines 4-11, and col. 9, lines 40-50; 
shows changes in cluster association or membership when an object is moved to a new cluster). 

Per claim 2, Robertson teaches the method of claim 1, wherein the objects/groups are 

free-format (col. 5, lines 41-45, col. 8, lines 4-11, and col. 9, lines 40-50; the examiner considers 

an object in Robertson is free-format is because the user can freely change the format of the 

object f s cluster association or membership when the object is moved to a new cluster). 

* 

Per claim 3, Robertson teaches the method of claim 1, wherein the display cue includes at 
least one of group-specific background color for objects/groups, group-specific color for text of 

* 

objects/groups, group-specific color for bounding lines for objects/groups, colored halos or 
containers for objects/groups, colored regions surrounding objects/groups, line pattern 
boundaries for objects/groups, unique halftone or gray-shade boundaries for objects/groups, 
common font for text of objects/groups, and title bars (col. 8, lines 3-20, col. 14, lines 34-44, and 
col. 15, lines 7-10; show group specific background color when a cluster is selected. In addition, 
a cluster has a common banner and label). 
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Per claim 4, Robertson teaches the method of claim 1 , further comprising temporarily 
assigning the display cue of the second object/group to the first object/group when the first 
object/group is moved to a location within the predetermined distance of the second object/group 
(fig. 15; col. 17, lines 40-46 and lines 52-58; as the object 350 is moved to a new cluster it 
banner is updated to reflect the change in association. The change in association can be 
temporarily because the user has the option to move the object back to its original cluster.) 

Per claim 6, Robertson teaches the method of claim 1, further comprising when the first 
object/group is determined not to be within the predetermined distance of the second 
object/group, identifying the first object/group as unassigned (fig. 25; col. 25, lines 3-8; step 950 
determined if an object is within a predetermined distance of a cluster. When the determination 
is a NO, and the object is not a member of any cluster, the object is identified as unassigned i.e. 
no membership association). 

Per claim 7, Robertson teaches the method of claim 1, wherein the first object/group is a 
new object (col. 5, lines 41-45, and col. 14, lines 34-37; when an object is move to a new cluster, 
the object is considered as a new object being introduced in the cluster.) 

Per claim 8, Robertson teaches the method of claim 1, wherein the first object/group is an 
existing object/group being moved from another location in the workspace (fig. 15, col. 17, lines 
36-38; object 350 is move from cluster 312 to cluster 310). 

* 

Per claim 9, Robertson teaches the method of claim 1 , wherein the predetermined 
distance is at least one of a distance from the closest object in the second object/group, a distance 
from the center of the second object/group, and a distance from group membership display cues 
* (col. 5, lines 28-33; determining a distance between an object and a cluster indicator). 
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Per claim 1 0, Robertson teaches the method of claim 1 , further comprising providing a 
boundary of the second object/group when the first object/group is within the predetermined 
distance (fig. 27, step 1 120, and col. 26, line 64- col. 17, line 6; determining whether an object is 
within a boundary of another object). 

Per claim 1 1, Robertson teaches the method of claim 10, wherein the boundary is at least 
one of rectangular, circular and polygonal (fig. 8 shows object 402 and object 404 with 
rectangular borders) . 

Per claim 13, Robertson teaches the method of claim 1, further comprising: providing an 
option not to assign the display cue to the first object/group and maintaining an original 
assignment of a display cue of the first object/group (fig. 15; col. 17, lines 40-46 and lines 52-58; 
shows as the object 350 is moved to a new cluster it banner is updated to reflect the change in 
association. The user has the option to move the object back to its original cluster. Thus, this 
would maintain the original display cue of the object.) 

Claims 14-17 are rejected under the same rationale as claims 1-4 respectively. 

Claims 19-24 and 26 are rejected under the same rationale as claims 6-11, and 13 
respectively. 

Claims 27-30 are rejected under the same rationale as claims 1-4 respectively. 
Claims 32-37 and 39 are rejected under the same rationale as claims 6-11, and 13 
respectively. 

Claim 40 is rejected under the same rationale as claim 1 . 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 
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The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

* 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of the 
claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of the various 
claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein were made absent any 
evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation under 37 CFR 1.56 to point out 
the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was not commonly owned at the time a later 
invention was made in order for the examiner to consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) 
and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

Claims 5, 12, 18, 25, 31, and 38 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Robertson and Andrew et al. ("Andrew", U.S. Pat. No. 5,371,844). 

Per claim 5, Robertson teaches the method of claim 1, comprising: the GUI automatically 
assigns display cue (color-code banner) to a group (cluster), see col. 6, lines 53-56, and col. 8, 
lines 3-10. Robertson does not specifically teach determining whether the second object/group 
has an assigned display cue and when the second object/group is determined not to have an 
assigned display cue, assigning another display cue that is different from a display cue of 
neighboring objects/groups. However, Andrew teaches determine whether the second 
object/group has an assigned display cue and when the second object/group is determined not to 
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« 

have an assigned display cue, assigning another display cue that is different from a display cue of 
neighboring objects/groups (in Andrew 's reference, a user can determine whether an 
object/group has an assigned display cue (i.e. color assigned to an object/group by the user). If 
the user determines that the user has not assigned a particular color to an object/group, the user 
can assign a color to the object/group display cue that is different from its neighboring 
objects/groups, see fig. 5a-5b, col. 8, lines 15-26). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one 
of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to include the method that allows the user 
to assigned a different color to object/group as taught by Andrew in the invention of Robertson 
in order to provide the user with a user interface that the user can quickly and easily modify a 

* 

color of an object or component to user's liking. 

Claim 18 is rejected under the same rationale as claim 5. 
Claim 31 is rejected under the same rationale as claim 5. 

Per claim 12, Robertson teaches the method of claim 1, comprising assigning a new 
display cue to the first object/group upon placement of the first object/group at the location, 
whereby the first object/group and the second object/group form a new group (col. 14, lines 34- 
37; new object is assigned new color coded banner when move to a new cluster). Robertson does 
not specifically teach assigning a new display cue to first object/group and the second 
object/group. However, Andrew teaches a new display cue to first object/group and the second 
object/group (in Andrew, a user can assigned different colors component of a graphical user 
interface, see fig. 51 and 5b y col. 8, lines 15-26). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to include the method that allows the user to 
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assigned a different color to object/group as taught by Andrew in the invention of Robertson in 
order to provide the user with a user interface that the user can quickly and easily modify a color 
of an object or component to user's liking. 

Claim 25 is rejected under the same rationale as claim 12. 

Claim 38 is rejected under the same rationale as claim 12. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Robertson et al. (U.S. Pat. No. 6,414,677) discloses a GUI in which object thumbnail are 
rendered on a simulated 3-D surface. 

Knevsky et al. (U.S. Pat. No. 6,426,761) discloses an information presentation system for 

a GUI. 

Diedrichsen et al. (U.S. Pat. No. 5,920,313) discloses method and system for associating 
related user interface objects. 

Inquiries 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thanh T. Vu whose telephone number is (571) 272-4073. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Thur and every other Fri 7:30 AM - 5:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kristine L. Kincaid can be reached on (571) 272-4063. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 



applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Thahh T. Vu 
Patent Examiner 
AU2174, TC2100 




